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THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY


23rd SESSION OF THE FIFTY-FIFTH SENATE
March/04/2026

RESOLUTION#55##
Supporting Open Educational Resources at Colorado State University


NOTICE: A signature to sponsor means that you only wish for the legislation to be heard, a signature to endorse means that you support the contents and/or actions of this legislation.

[bookmark: _Hlk128406512]WRITTEN BY: Victoria Quesada-Stoner, Diversity and Inclusion Committee Chair, Legislative Branch; Reece Jones Kloberdanz, Assistant Director of Academic Innovation, Executive Branch; Melanie Brousseau, Supreme Court Chief Justice, Judicial Branch, Associated Students of Colorado State University 

COLLABORATED WITH:  Medora Huseby, CSU Open Educational Resources Committee Chair, Associate Professor of the College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences

SPONSORED BY: Katelyn Brennan, Supreme Court Deputy Chief Justice; Cameron McKerlie, Supreme Court Associate Justice; Natalie Fontenot, Assistant Director of Registered Student Organization Affairs; Matthew Grenier, Housing Caucus Chair, Senator of College of Business, Associated Students of Colorado State University

ENDORSED BY: Jakye Nunley, CSU Student Body President; Miriam Hill, Women’s and Social Justice Caucus Chair, Senator for College of Natural Resources, Ferrin Jaudon, Speaker Pro Tempore; Andrew White, Chief of Operations; Ben Gregg, Director of Unified Success, Diana Diggs, Public Relations Officer, Senator, B/AACC; Trina McDowell, Director of Environmental Affairs; Jared McGlothlin, Budget Affairs Chair, Senator of Graduate Council; Noah Eddington, Recruitment and Retention Officer, Senator of Adult Learner Veteran Services, Associated Students of Colorado State University


ABSTRACT: This resolution expresses the Associated Students of Colorado State University’s (ASCSU) formal support for the prioritization and expansion of the Open Educational Resource (OER) program.


WHEREAS (1), 
The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation defines Open Educational Resources (OER) as “teaching, learning, and research resources that reside in the public domain or have been released under an intellectual property license that permits their free use and repurposing by others” (The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, 2015); and,
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WHEREAS (2),
OER was first introduced in 2002 and has since gained global recognition as a pioneer in providing equitable and affordable educational opportunities (Seaman & Seaman, 2018); and, 

WHEREAS (3),
OpenStax, the world's largest publisher of OER, reported in October 2025 that they had surpassed $3 billion in cumulative student savings since their founding in 2012 (The OpenStax Team, 2025); and,

WHEREAS (4), 
A large-scale study at the University of Georgia demonstrated that switching from commercial to free digital textbooks resulted in an 8.62% increase in final grades, with Pell-eligible students seeing a 10.98% increase (Colvard et al., 2018); and,
 
WHEREAS (5), 
Bay View Analytics data for 2023-24 indicates that while 64% of higher education faculty are aware of OER, only 21% to 29% require it for their courses, highlighting a significant need for increased awareness (Bay View Analytics, 2023); and,

WHEREAS (6), 
From 2018 to 2022, CSU utilized $186,000 in state funding to support OER integration through mini grants to faculty for the adaptation and creation of open materials (Allen, 2022); and,

WHEREAS (7), 
In September 2023, Colorado State University became ineligible for the Colorado Department of Higher Education (CDHE) General Incentive Fund due to a codified change prohibiting institutions with automatic textbook billing programs, such as Day One Access (Vitez, 2020); and,

WHEREAS (8), 
The Colorado OER Council continues to prioritize these incentive funds for institutions fully committed to OER as a long-term solution, viewing automatic billing models as a short-term fix that relies on proprietary publisher content (Allen, N., 2018); and,

WHEREAS (9), 
In response to this loss of eligibility and the need for a centralized structure, the Provost’s Office established the CSU OER Committee to transition OER from a "library-only" project into a university-wide strategic priority; and,

WHEREAS (10), 
Despite this institutional response, the funding disparity has reached a critical point in the current 2026-2027 CDHE grant cycle, where CSU was awarded only $7,500 for a single project while other Colorado institutions successfully secured the remaining $992,500 of the $1 million state-wide allocation (CDHE, 2026); and,

WHEREAS (11), 
Colorado State University has already demonstrated a formidable proof of concept for OER, where investment has yielded over $3.9 million in cumulative student savings from 2018 to 2022 (Allen, 2022); and,

WHEREAS (12), 
These savings are driven by high-impact faculty leaders, such as Professor Dan Baker, whose free "Engineering Statics" textbook saves students $44,880 annually, and Professor Medora Huseby, whose Microbiology course transition saves $20,000 per class (Allen, 2022; Phifer, 2020); and, 

WHEREAS (13), 
The Associated Students of Colorado State University recognize that while these individual successes prove OER’s efficacy, the current "funding gap" and loss of state eligibility indicate that internal reorganization alone is insufficient to scale these benefits university-wide; and, 

WHEREAS (14), 
Direct administrative investment in a dedicated OER Specialist and consistent course-conversion funding is now essential to bridge the state-wide funding disparity and ensure CSU remains competitive in educational affordability; so, 

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED (1)
That Associated Students of Colorado State University (ASCSU) values the contributions of the CSU OER Committee and the faculty who have pioneered the use of open materials to reduce the financial burden on students; and,
THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED (2)
That ASCSU calls for the administration’s full support and prioritization of the CSU Open Educational Resource Committee; and,
THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED (3)
That ASCSU specifically requests the university provide continuous funding to the OER Committee for converting courses to OER and authorize the hiring of an OER specialist to focus on sustainability, faculty outreach, and campus awareness; and,
THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED/ENACTED (4)

That ASCSU advocates for OER to become the default option for all new or revised courses at Colorado State University to ensure a commitment to our Land-Grant mission of access; and, 

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED (5)

[bookmark: _Hlk164251709]That a copy of this legislation be forwarded to Amy Parsons, University President; Matt Tillman, University President Chief of Staff; Brendan Hanlon, Vice President for Operations and Chief Financial Officer; Vivian Wang, Executive Assistant to the Vice President for Operations; Tony Frank, Chancellor, CSU System; Lise Youngblade, Interim Provost & Executive Vice President; Kim Miloch, Provost’s Chief of Staff; Tammy Prusha, Executive Assistant to the Provost; Michael Galchinsky, Vice Provost and Dean for Undergraduate Affairs; Sue James, Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs; Karen Estlund, Dean of Libraries; Meg Brown-Sica, Associate Dean for Research Support and Engagement; Lani Williams, Assistant to the Dean of Libraries; Sue Doe, Executive Director, The Institute for Learning and Teaching (TILT); Anastasia Williams, Director of Teaching Excellence, TILT; Stan Kruse, Learning Technology and Analytics Program Manager, TILT; Medora Huseby, Chair of the OER Committee; Blanche Hughes, Vice President for Student Affairs; Kauline Cipriani, Vice President for Inclusive Excellence; Carolyn Lawrence-Dill, Dean of the College of Agricultural Sciences; Beth Walker, Dean of the College of Business
Allen Robinson, Dean of the Walter Scott, Jr. College of Engineering; Jen Aberle, Associate Dean for Undergraduate Affairs, College of Health and Human Sciences; Kjerstin Thorson, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts; Jacob Robets, Interim Dean of the College of Natural Sciences; Sue Vandewoude, Dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences; Rich Conant, Interim Dean of Warner College of Natural Resources; Mike Ellis, Associate Vice President and Executive Director of the Lory Student Center; Pamela Norris, Associate Executive Director of Engagement and Talent Development; Ben Schrader, Director of Adult Learner and Veteran Services; Duan Ruff, Director of Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement; Julia Pratt, Assistant Director for Student Government; Farah Shah, ASCSU/SLiCE Accountant; Ali Raza, Assistant Director of Involvement; Elisa Randazzo, ASCSU Administrative Assistant; Andrew Norton, Faculty Council Chair; Trish Torrez, Administrative Professional Council Chair; Jim Abraham, Classified Personal Council Chair; the Warner College Council; Ag Council; College of Liberal Arts Representative Council; Natural Sciences College Council; College of Health and Human Sciences Dean’s Leadership Council; College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences College Council; and the College of Business Dean’s Student Leadership Council, Colorado State University.
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THAT THIS LEGISLATION SHALL BE FORWARDED TO:
Amy Parsons, University President
Matt Tillman, University President Chief of Staff
Brendan Hanlon, Vice President for Operations and Chief Financial Officer
Vivian Wang, Executive Assistant to the Vice President for Operations
Tony Frank, Chancellor, Colorado State University System
Lise Youngblade, Interim Provost and Executive Vice President
Kim Miloch, Provost’s Chief of Staff
Tammy Prusha, Executive Assistant to the Provost
Michael Galchinsky, Vice Provost and Dean for Undergraduate Affairs
Sue James, Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs
Karen Estlund, Dean of Libraries
Meg Brown-Sica, Associate Dean for Research Support and Engagement
Lani Williams, Assistant to the Dean of Libraries
Sue Doe, Executive Director, The Institute for Learning and Teaching (TILT)
Anastasia Williams, Director of Teaching Excellence, The Institute for Learning and Teaching (TILT)
Stan Kruse, Learning Technology and Analytics Program Manager, The Institute for Learning and Teaching (TILT)
Medora Huseby, Chair, OER Committee
Blanche Hughes, Vice President for Student Affairs
Kauline Cipriani, Vice President for Inclusive Excellence
Carolyn Lawrence-Dill, Dean of the College of Agricultural Sciences
Beth Walker, Dean of the College of Business
Allen Robinson, Dean of the Walter Scott, Jr. College of Engineering
Jen Aberle, Associate Dean for Undergraduate Affairs, College of Health and Human Sciences
Kjerstin Thorson, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts
Jacob Robets, Interim Dean of the College of Natural Sciences
Sue Vandewoude, Dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences
Rich Conant, Interim Dean of Warner College of Natural Resources
Mike Ellis, Associate Vice President and Executive Director of the Lory Student Center, Student Affairs
Pamela Norris, Associate Executive Director for Engagement and Talent Development, Student Affairs
Ben Schrader, Director, Adult Learner and Veteran Services, ASCSU Advisor
Duan Ruff, Director, Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement
Julia Pratt, Assistant Director for Student Government, Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement
Farah Shah, ASCSU/SLiCE Accountant, Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement
Ali Raza, Assistant Director of Involvement, Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement, ASCSU Advisor
Elisa Randazzo, ASCSU Administrative Assistant
Andrew Norton, Faculty Council Chair 
Trish Torrez, Administrative Professionals Council Chair 
Jim Abraham, Classified Personal Council Chair
Warner College Council
Agricultural Sciences Council
College of Liberal Arts Representative Council
Natural Sciences College Council
College of Health and Human Sciences Dean’s Leadership Council
College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences College Council
College of Business Dean’s Student Leadership Council
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