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THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY


Xst SESSION OF THE FIFTY-FIFTH SENATE
Month/ Day/ Year

BILL #5544
Renaming of the ASCSU Housing Caucus


NOTICE: A signature to sponsor means that you only wish for the legislation to be heard, a signature to endorse means that you support the contents and/or actions of this legislation.

[bookmark: _Hlk128406512]WRITTEN BY: BrookeLyn M. Reese, ASCSU Speaker of the Senate;

COLLABORATED WITH: Matthew Grenier, Chair, Housing Caucus, Senator, College of Business; Lauren Davis, ASCSU Director of Basic Needs; 

SPONSORED BY: 

ENDORSED BY: Liri Sananes, Chair, Accessibility Caucus, Senator, Student Disability Center; Kieran Bakken, Senator, Walter Scott Jr. College of Engineering; Colin McCorkle, Senator, Walter Scott Jr. College of Engineering; Blake Simpson, Pride Resource Center; Emika Buschow, Senator, Asian Pacific American Cultural Center; Erin Yalung, Senator, Asian Pacific American Cultural Center; Ryer Roberts, Senator, College of Agricultural Sciences; Cassidy Mendoza, Senator, Native American Cultural Center;


ABSTRACT: This bill aims to rename the Housing Caucus to the ASCSU Housing and Basic Needs Caucus to better reflect its purpose and to improve the Caucus’s visibility as a resource and partner.


WHEREAS (1),
The ASCSU Housing Caucus was established on November 13, 2023, through Bill #5315 – Establishment of a Housing Caucus (Taylor 2023); and, 

WHEREAS (2),
[bookmark: _Hlk128406790]Bill #5315 relays that the Housing Caucus’s responsibilities extend beyond just housing and pertain to the broader cost of living for students, including both housing and meal expenses. The legislation goes on to direct the Caucus to work in collaboration with Housing and Dining Services to find solutions (Taylor 2023). This establishes the Caucus as intended to address concerns broader than housing, as it directly addresses student food insecurity; and, 

WHEREAS (3),
Since the Housing Caucus’s curation, the Caucus’s foremost partnerships have been with Housing and Dining Services, The Office for Basic Needs, and the ASCSU Office of Basic Needs; and,

WHEREAS (4), 
Other partnerships of the Housing Caucus, including Off-Campus Life, Student Legal Services, the SAFE Center, Rams Against Hunger, the Residence Life Program/Residence Hall Association, and off-campus food pantries and resources, have also aligned with broader basic needs initiatives; and, 

WHEREAS (5),
Through these partnerships, the Housing Caucus has taken on collaborative projects that begin with housing but extend beyond it, and as reflected in Bill #5315, housing is a multifaceted issue that intersects with other basic needs (Taylor 2023), with past initiatives—including Swipes for Rams and Rams Against Hunger—demonstrating this broader alignment beyond the initial scope of the legislation; so, 

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ENACTED (1)

That upon the passage of this legislation, the “ASCSU Housing Caucus” shall be hereby referred to as the “ASCSU Housing and Basic Needs Caucus”; and, 	Comment by Bakken,Kieran: Everything looks good! Only point I may say is why don't we just change it to the Basic Needs Caucus? Housing is surely a basic need, and it seems a little redundant to keep it as Housing AND Basic needs. If the goal of this legislation is to clarify and simplify the caucus, lengthening it may have a counter effect. That's my two cents, otherwise I'm happy	Comment by Reese,Brooke: Hihi! Thank you for your feedback! The reasoning behind the name "Housing and Basic Needs Caucus" is the preference of a former chair.	Comment by Reese,Brooke: I'd also be completely down to accept an edit from the committee

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER ENACTED (2)

That all current and future ASCSU materials—including but not limited to the ASCSU website, any internal governing documents of the ASCSU Housing Caucus, advertisements, social media, and the Caucus Chair email address—referencing the ASCSU Housing Caucus shall be amended to reflect the Caucus’s new name, “ASCSU Housing and Basic Needs Caucus”; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER ENACTED (3)

That a copy of this legislation be forwarded to Amy Parsons, President, Colorado State University; Tony Frank, Chancellor, CSU System; Blanche Hughes, Vice President, Student Affairs; Kauline Cipriani, Vice President for Inclusive Excellence, Office of the President; Mike Ellis, Associate Vice President and Executive Director of the Lory Student Center, Student Affairs; Pamela Norris, Associate Executive Director Engagement and Talent Development, Student Affairs; Ben Schrader, Director, Adult Leaner and Veteran Services, ASCSU Advisor; Duan Ruff, Director, Student Leadership Involvement and Community Engagement; Julia Pratt, Assistant Director for Student Government, Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement; Farah Shah, ASCSU/SLiCE Accountant, Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement; Ali Raza, Assistant Director of Involvement, Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement, ASCSU Advisor; Elisa Randazzo, ASCSU Administrative Assistant; Warner College Council; Ag Council; College of Liberal Arts Representative Council; Natural Sciences College Council; College of Health and Human Sciences Dean’s Leadership Council; College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences College Council; College of Business Dean’s Student Leadership Council; Lisa Chandler, Assistant Director, Adult Learner and Veteran Services; Kathleen Fairfax, Vice Provost, International Affairs, Colorado State University; Chad Hoseth, Assistant Vice Provost, International Affairs, Colorado State University; Greg Wymer, Director, International Student Scholars and Services; Mary Ann Lucero, Executive Director, Academic Advancement Center; Elizabeth Sink, Lead, Multifaith and Belief Initiatives; Gaurav Harshe, Interim Director, Asian Pacific American Cultural Center; John Miller IV, Director, Black/African American Cultural Center; Aaron Escobedo Garmon, Director, El Centro; Maggie Hendrickson, Director, Pride Resource Center; Tyrone Smith, Director, Native American Cultural Center; Imani Lindberg, Interim Director, Survivor Advocacy & Foundational Education Center; Justin Dove, Director, Student Disability Center; Amy Taylor, Senior Director of the Accessibility Center;
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