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THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY


Xst SESSION OF THE FIFTY-FIFTH SENATE
Month/ Day/ Year

BILL #5555
Re-Establishment of the ASCSU Constitution Caucus


NOTICE: A signature to sponsor means that you only wish for the legislation to be heard, a signature to endorse means that you support the contents and/or actions of this legislation.

[bookmark: _Hlk128406512]WRITTEN BY: BrookeLyn M. Reese, ASCSU Speaker of the Senate; Hayden Taylor, Senator, College of Liberal Arts;

COLLABORATED WITH: Jared McGlothlin, Budgetary Affairs Chair, Senator, Graduate Student Council; Claire Pickerel, Senator Emeritus, Warner College of Natural Resources;

SPONSORED BY: Yoseline Rivera, Chair, University Affairs Committee, Senator, El Centro; McAllister Johnson, Senator, College of Human and Health Sciences; Ryer Roberts, Senator, College of Agricultural Sciences; Emika Buschow, Senator, Asian Pacific American Cultural Center; Andrew White, ASCSU Chief of Operations;

[bookmark: _Int_qKNJXy4U][bookmark: _Int_QkgE6qKY]ENDORSED BY: Miriam Hill, Chair, Women and Social Justice Caucus, Senator, Warner College of Natural Resources; Liri Sananes, Chair, Accessibility Caucus, Senator, Student Disability Center; Enock Monanti, Chair, Community Action Caucus, Senator, Black/African American Cultural Center; Colin McCorkle, Senator, College of Business; Estevan Vega, Senator, College of Natural Sciences; Ben Gregg, ASCSU Director of Unified Success; Ellie Lutz, Internal Affairs Committee Chair of the 54th Senate; 


ABSTRACT: This bill re-establishes the ASCSU Constitution Caucus as a standing caucus tasked with improving the ASCSU Constitution’s accessibility and logistical functionality.


WHEREAS, (1)
Issues with the ASCSU Constitution have been long-standing, dating back at least to the 47th Senate, as evidenced by Bill #4716—The Cheadle Constitution and Declaration of Transitionary Provisional Government (Cheadle 2018)—and the preceding work of the Constitutional Task Force (Cheadle 2018), indicating that challenges with the document have persisted, at minimum for almost a decade; and,

WHEREAS, (2)
[bookmark: _Hlk128406790]The ASCSU Constitution Caucus was originally established by Bill #5120—Establishing the Constitution Caucus and the Adoption of its Bylaws (Clark 2022)—following an election cycle with only 6.17% voter turnout, during which the ASCSU Constitution, consequently, was not ratified (Clark 2022); and, 	Comment by Reese,Brooke: Source: Bill #5120 - Establishing the Constitution Caucus and the Adoption of its Bylaws 	Comment by Reese,Brooke: And Lex #5206 - Constitution Caucus Constitutional Amendments 	Comment by Reese,Brooke: & 5120 YouTube Video

WHEREAS, (3)
The Constitution Caucus was originally established with the purpose of consolidating the amendments adopted by the 50th and 51st Senates into a Lex to prevent their nullification in the 52nd Senate and to serve as a collaborative body for proposing new amendments in response to membership dissatisfaction with the existing ASCSU Constitution (Clark 2022); and,

WHEREAS, (4) 
Bill #5120 furthermore outlined that the original Constitution Caucus would dissolve at the conclusion of the 52nd Senate (Clark 2022).The bill’s author explained the reason behind this being "that the Constitution is supposed to be permanent, and if we had an indefinite Constitution Caucus, that would mean that we were always working on the Constitution, and that did not feel right. Therefore, there are no provisions in here that would allow this caucus to extend beyond the end of the 52nd Senate” (Clark 2022). This assertion is problematic, as the ASCSU Constitution is a living document; and,

WHEREAS, (5)
This is evident by the continued dissatisfaction with the ASCSU Constitution, as demonstrated by the substantial number of constitutional amendments adopted after the passage of the Caucus’s recommended edits in Lex #5206—Constitution Caucus Constitutional Amendments (Doyle 2023) as included in Lex #5501—Omnibus Lex of the 54th Senate Constitutional Amendments passed earlier this academic year (Taylor 2025); and, 

WHEREAS, (6)
As such, the Constitution Caucus should be re-established without a fixed date for dissolution, and should instead be subject just to the annual standard Caucus renewal process that takes place at the beginning of each Senate; and,

[bookmark: _Int_MJ95D757]WHEREAS, (7)
Re-establishing the Constitution Caucus would improve the effectiveness, and internal accountability of ASCSU by providing infrastructure to identify and collaboratively resolve issues the ASCSU Constitution may pose that could otherwise hinder ASCSU’s ability to serve students; and,

[bookmark: _Int_qfxcunFa]WHEREAS, (8)
Re-establishing the Constitution Caucus would expand constitutional literacy and promote shared autonomy within ASCSU by providing a consistent, interbranch space for members to engage with the organization’s foremost governing document. 

WHEREAS, (9)
This would create an alternative pathway for Senate and Executive members to develop an understanding of the ASCSU Constitution beyond independently electing to study the document, offering an interactive environment with the potential to equip a broader range of members with experience in and the ability to apply the ASCSU Constitution's contents effectively; and,

WHEREAS, (10)
Establishing a Constitution Caucus would help to ensure the ASCSU Constitution remains accessible and responsive to the evolving needs of ASCSU and the broader student body by creating a consistent mechanism for its review and update, which provides space and promotes better agency and efficiency in supporting ongoing improvements to the accessibility features of both the ASCSU Constitution document itself and the procedures it governs; and,

WHEREAS, (11)
Purposing the Constitution Caucus to explore simplifying the current ASCSU Constitution through the creation of a separate ASCSU Senate Statutes document has been a topic of discussion and may be beneficial. By designating a specific task force for this project, meaningful exploration is more likely to yield tangible results that improve the accessibility of ASCSU’s governing documents and better position us to serve the student body; so,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ENACTED (1)

That the 55th Senate of the Associated Students of Colorado State University re-establish the Constitution Caucus with the purpose of proposing amendments to the ASCSU Constitution and providing a formal and consistent environment for collaboration, discussion, and review of the ASCSU Constitution; and, 

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER ENACTED (2)

That an additional purpose of the Constitution Caucus shall be that in the event of insufficient voter turnout preventing the ratification of the ASCSU Constitution during the ASCSU General Election the Caucus shall produce a Lex consolidating all constitutional amendments adopted since the document’s last ratification to be presented at the first session of the following Senate; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER ENACTED (3)

That the final purpose of the ASCSU Constitution Caucus shall be to explore the simplification and structural reorganization of the ASCSU Constitution, including the potential creation of a separate ASCSU Senate Statutes document, during Spring 2026–Spring 2027; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER ENACTED (4)

The ASCSU Constitution Caucus shall adopt its previously established bylaws, as attached to the legislation in which it was originally created. For reference, these bylaws are also attached at the bottom of this document. The Caucus may amend these bylaws at their discretion, subject to Senate review upon request; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER ENACTED (5)

That a copy of this legislation be forwarded to Amy Parsons, President, Colorado State University; Tony Frank, Chancellor, CSU System; Blanche Hughes, Vice President, Student Affairs; Ben Schrader, ASCSU Advisor; Jason Huitt, ASCSU Advisor; Elisa Randazzo, ASCSU Administrative Assistant; Sagarika Sarma, Interim Director of the Asian Pacific American Cultural Center; Duan Ruff, Director, Student Leadership Involvement and Community Engagement; Dr. Jennifer Molock, Director, Black/African American Cultural Center; Aaron Escobedo Garmon, Director, El Centro; Maggie Hendrickson, Director, Pride Resource Center; Tyrone Smith, Director of the Native American Cultural Center; Victoria Benjamin, Director, Survivor Advocacy & Feminist Education Center; Erica Ross, Assistant Director for Educational Programs, Survivor Advocacy & Feminist Education Center; Justin Dove, Director, Student Disability Center;
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PASSAGE AND ENACTMENT OF BILL #55XX
SESSION OF PASSAGE


Yays		–	Nays	–	Abstentions






ASCSU SPEAKER OF THE SENATE BROOKELYN REESE				DATE








ASCSU PRESIDENT JAKYE NUNLEY					 	            	DATE






RESOURCES:

Cheadle, Connor. CTV News: Interview with ASCSU's Connor Cheadle. CTV News. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHjc3f70u

Cheadle, Connor. Bill #4716 – The Cheadle Constitution and Declaration of Transitionary Provisional Government. Enacted 2018. Associated Students of Colorado State University.

Hazleton, Marlis. Bill #5009 – Codifying Caucuses in the ASCSU Constitution. Enacted March 2021. Associated Students of Colorado State University. https://ascsurecords.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2024/04/Bill-5009-SIGNED-Codifying-Caucuses.pdf

Clark, Kevin. Bill #5120 – Establishing the Constitution Caucus and the Adoption of its Bylaws. Enacted April 2022. Associated Students of Colorado State University. https://ascsurecords.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2023/12/Bill-5120-SIGNED-Establishing-Constitution-Caucus.pdf 

Doyle, Parker. Lex #5206 – Constitution Caucus Constitutional Amendments. Enacted March 2023. Associated Students of Colorado State University.
https://ascsurecords.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2024/02/LEX-5206-FINAL-Constitution-Cacus-Constitutional-Amendments.pdf  

Taylor, Hayden. Lex #5501 – Omnibus Lex of the 54th Senate Constitutional Amendments. Enacted September 2025. Associated Students of Colorado State University.  
https://ascsurecords.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2025/10/Lex-5501-Omnibus-Lex-of-the-54th-Senate-Constitutional-Amendments.pdf 

INSERT YOUTUBE LINK FOR FIRST READ OF 5120
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