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THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY


12th SESSION OF THE FIFTY-SIXTH SENATE
October/ 28 / 2026

Lex 5619
Funding and Supporting the 2026 Trans Day of Remembrance Ceremony at Colorado State University


NOTICE: A signature to sponsor means that you only wish for the legislation to be heard, whereas a signature to endorse means that you support the contents and/or actions of this legislation. 

WRITTEN BY: Enock Monanti, Chair, Housing and Basic Needs Caucus, Associate Senator, Black/African American Cultural Center; Liri Sananes, Chair, Accessibility Caucus, Senator, Accessibility Center;

COLLABORATED WITH: BrookeLyn M. Reese; Ferrin Jaudon, ASCSU Chief of Staff; Pride Leadership Collective; Queer Umbrella; Student Association of Social Workers;

SPONSORED BY: Dylan Mastrogiovanni, Chief Justice; Trina McDowell , Director of environmental affairs

ENDORSED BY: Mackenzie Franks, Chair, Women and Social Justice Caucus, Senator, College of Health and Human Sciences; Jon jones, Chair, Budgetary and Appropriation Committee, Senator, College of Health and Human Sciences; Cameron Gradiz Adorno, Senator, College of Liberal Arts; TJ Esquibel, Senator, Adult Learners and Veteran Services; Accessibility Caucus; Mars Meza, Student, SEEDS President; Cristiano Melendez, Associate Senator, Accessibility Center; Odeth Tomas-Sarat, Senator, Academic Advancement Center; Harper Axelman, Social Media and Outreach Officer, Accessibility Caucus; Chloe Duran, Associate Senator, College of Liberal Arts; Pablo Kulisheck-Lopez, ASCSU Accessibility Coordinator, Secretary, Accessibility Caucus;




ABSTRACT: This bill aims to document ASCSU's continued support and finance the continuation of the Trans Day of Remembrance (TDoR) ceremony as the Pride Resource Center is still unable to unilaterally host the event.


WHEREAS (1),
[bookmark: _Int_4XhKu2g5]Trans Day of Remembrance (TDoR) is an annual observance held November 20th that honors the memory of transgender individuals whose lives have been lost to acts of anti-transgender violence. Each year, TDoR ceremonies formally recognize and commemorate those lost to anti-trans violence over the last year; and,

WHEREAS (2),
Colorado State University (CSU) has held an annual TDoR ceremony for 10+ years; and,


WHEREAS (3),
This year (2026), the Pride Resource Center is still unable to host the TDoR ceremony or receive outward-facing support from the university due to ongoing concerns regarding potential federal lawsuits against Colorado State University for perceived nonalignment with the principles sent out by the current federal administration; and, 

WHEREAS (4), 
It is of critical importance that there is a TDoR ceremony on campus this year-showing community in face of the rising bigotry; and, 

WHEREAS (5),
Lex #5417 - Creation of the At-Large Student Representative Council set the precedent that in cases where specific delegations are unable to act within their full capacity, ASCSU may lend a helping hand and provide space for coalition-building that cannot occur through the typical means privy to a given representative. Accordingly, ASCSU's ability to step in and create spaces for collaboration and organization in cases where a delegation's capacity to typically function has dissolved-such as in the lead-up to and ongoing production of this ceremony-is an already established facet of ASCSU's function.  this would allow us to be an even greater partner to our constituencies; and, 
 

WHEREAS (6),  
Shared governance and the promotion of collaboration and partnership thereof are not acts of allegiance, nor are they invitations to disregard our principles. They are not dismissals of our obligations, nor calls to excuse, conceal, or compromise transparency. ASCSU's core purpose is to represent and, furthermore, advocate on behalf of students. If ASCSU were to conceal or obscure the realities of the situations we are privy to, we would be stripping students of their autonomy-and in doing so, we would not only be failing them but also actively betraying one of the central tenets of our institution's purpose; and, 

WHEREAS (7), 
As such, given that students have been put in the position to assume responsibility for the planning of this ceremony rather than the university being able to support it itself, ASCSU holds no obligation to entertain the notion that the original ceremony was not effectively canceled by the university. Students have the right to document that reality through our processes, especially when they are the ones being forced into the position of taking action to remedy where the university has fallen short; and, 

WHEREAS (8),  
This legislation does not seek to assign blame to any specific entity for the cancellation of this ceremony. It is not a complaint about assuming this responsibility, but a question of why-and a request for that answer to be made clear, packaged with the intention of promoting student understanding and preserving students' autonomy, so that it may be communicated honestly to our constituencies; and, 
  
WHEREAS (9), 
[bookmark: _Int_3d8rOkGh]The asking amount of $2000 is a reflection of the precedent cost of running the event in years past. This amount includes the price of room reservation, AV equipment, AV Technicians for the LSC, and estimated costs for decorations. $600 dollars will be utilized for LSC expenses, and $200 are expected to be spent on decorations. Buffer funding was added to the amount being requested in case a need for security arises; and, 	Comment by Phebe Samiljan: Does this section need to be reworded as our current plan is to rent a free classroom?	Comment by Enock Monanti: If the current plan is to uses a class room then we would probably have to change the therefore clause and the amount we are asking for

WHEREAS (10), 
In the past the senate has support and pass legislations in support of this event the legislation in question being Lex 5525 in which stated ASCSU shall formally assume organization support for the continuation of the Trans Day of Remembrance ceremony; and,

WHEREAS (11), 
This legislation, furthermore, seeks to further support and document the same calls for transparency as passed in previous legislation of this body: Resolution #5407 - Asking Colorado State University Administration for More Accountability and Transparency, Resolution #5409 - Student Protection Act, and Resolution #5519 - Regarding Free Speech and Peaceful Assembly at CSU: Transparency. It is a call for honesty and transparency in the governing processes unfolding before us. It is a call for unity. It is a call for safety. It is a call for communication. It is a call for CSU to function as a team; so,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED/ENACTED (1)

That the Amount of 2000 is allocated from the ASCSU senate discretionary to be moved under legislative cabinet discretionary to be used for the Trans day of Remembrance (TDoR); and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED/ENACTED (2)

 That ASCSU Legislative Cabinet (specifically Chair Monanti and Chair Liri) will assist in the hosting and organizing of this in tandem with the Registered Student Organization Queer Umbrella to help continue the tradition of TDoR showing that continued support of the trans community through action; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED/ENACTED (3)

That ASCSU stand with the trans community here at CSU and actively will support individuals; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED/ENACTED (4)

That This legislation, furthermore, seeks to further support and document the same calls for collaboration, transparency, and shared governance as passed in previous legislation of this body including: Resolution #5407 - Asking Colorado State University Administration for More Accountability and Transparency, Resolution #5409 - Student Protection Act, ASCSU Lex #5417 – Creation of the At Large Representative Council, and Resolution #5519 - Regarding Free Speech and Peaceful Assembly at CSU: Transparency, ASCSU Lex #5525 - A Call for ASCSU’s Support in Trans Day of Remembrance Ceremony Continuity, ASCSU Resolution #5548 Advancing Equity in College-Specific Graduation Celebrations, ASCSU Resolution #5551 - Upholding the Principles of Community in Career Fairs, ASCSU Resolution #5565 - Regarding Recent Police Action on Campus and Rebuilding Better Dismount Zone Structure; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED/ENACTED (5)

That any remaining funds be return to the senate discretionary by January 1st 2027; and, 

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED/ENACTED (6)

That a copy of this legislation be forwarded to Amy Parsons, President, Colorado State University; Tony Frank, Chancellor, CSU System; Lise Youngblade, Interim Provost and Executive Vice President, Student Affairs; Blanche Hughes, Vice President, Student Affairs; Kauline Cipriani, Vice President for Inclusive Excellence, Office of the President; Carmen Rivera, Assistant Vice President of Engagement and Belonging ; Montez Butts, Executive Director of the Lory Student Center, Student Affairs; Pamela Norris, Associate Executive Director Engagement and Talent Development, Student Affairs; Rickey Frierson, Assistant Vice President of Cultural Resource Centers ; Lindsey Sell, Associate Executive Director Engagement and Belonging of the Lory Student Center ; Ben Schrader, Director, Adult Learner and Veteran Services, ASCSU Advisor; Duan Ruff, Director, Student Leadership Involvement and Community Engagement; Julia Pratt, Assistant Director for Student Government, Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement; Farah Shah, ASCSU/SLiCE Accounting Support for Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement; Tim Kefalas, ASCSU/SLiCE Accountant, Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement; Ali Raza, Assistant Director of Involvement, Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement, ASCSU Advisor; Elisa Randazzo, ASCSU Administrative Assistant; Warner College of Natural Resources College Council; Ag Council; College of Liberal Arts Representative Council; Natural Sciences College Council; College of Health and Human Sciences Dean’s Leadership Council; College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences College Council; College of Business Dean’s Student Leadership Council; Lisa Chandler, Assistant Director, Adult Learner and Veteran Services; Kathleen Fairfax, Vice Provost, International Affairs, Colorado State University; Chad Hoseth, Assistant Vice Provost, International Affairs, Colorado State University; Greg Wymer, Director, International Student Scholars and Services; Mary Ann Lucero, Executive Director, Academic Advancement Center; Elizabeth Sink, Lead, Multifaith and Belief Initiatives; Gaurav Harshe, Interim Director, Asian Pacific American Cultural Center; John Miller IV, Director, Black/African American Cultural Center; Aaron Escobedo Garmon, Director, El Centro; Maggie Hendrickson, Director, Pride Resource Center; Tyrone Smith, Director, Native American Cultural Center; Imani Lindberg, Interim Director, Survivor Advocacy & Foundational Education Center; Justin Dove, Director, Student Disability Center; Amy Taylor, Senior Director, Accessibility Center;
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